Notes
was in most grieuous Servitude in the Gallics, under the King
of Spain" ' (Diet. Nat. Biog.}.
The following paragraph from Hakluyt (account of the
defeat of the Armada by Emanuel van Meteran) sufficiently
explains the situation, and perhaps forms the source from
which Watts-Dunton drew the idea of the poem: eln the meane
while the Spanish Armada set saile out of the haven of Lisbon
upon the 19. of May, An. Dom. 1588. under the conduct of the
duke of Medina Sidonia, directing their course for the Baie of
Corunna, alias the Groine in Gallicia, where they tooke in
souldiers and warlike provision, this port being in Spaine the
neerest unto England. As they were sailing along, there arose
such a mightie tempest, that the whole Fleete was dispersed, so
that when the duke was returned unto his company, he could
not escry above 80. ships in all, whereunto the residue by litle
and litle joyned themselves, except eight which had their mastes
blowen overboord. One of the foure gallies of Portingal escaped
very hardly, retiring her selfe into the haven. The other three
were upon the coast of Baion in France, by the assistance and
courage of one David Gwin an English captive (whom the
French and Turkish slaves aided in the same enterprise) utterly
disabled and vanquished: one of the three being first overcome,
which conquered the two other, with the slaughter of their
governours and souldiers, and among the rest of Don Diego de
Mandrana with sundry others: and so those slaves arriving in
France with the three Gallies, set themselves at libertie.'
31. Drake. Sir Francis Drake (i540?-g6), one of the greatest
of all English sailors, circumnavigated the globe (1577-80),
and after defeating the Armada off Gravelines pursued it to
the north of Scotland, He had already made many expeditions
to Spain (cf. L 91).
Gloriana.  Spenser's name for Queen Elizabeth in the Faerie
Queene.
46. Finisterre. The cape on the north-west of Spain.
56. El Dorado, The ship is named after the fictitious land of
gold in quest of which the Spaniards sailed to the West. (Lit.
'the gilded').
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